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Depending on the chosen research area, the candidate will undertake an in-depth study
of the related topics.

Topic 1. Sustainability and Corporate Reporting

v Integration of the European Union's CSRD/ESRS standards into corporate sustainability
reporting: challenges and best practices in Central and Eastern European countries.

v The impact of board characteristics on the quality of sustainability reporting.

v Detection and measurement of greenwashing in sustainability reporting.

v" The effects of ESG controversies on stock market performance and corporate reputational
risk.

v' Governance structures and the likelihood of ESG controversies: the role of gender
diversity and board independence.

Topic 2. Sustainability Assurance

v External assurance of sustainability reporting: stakeholder perceptions of credibility.

v' Adapting International Standards on Auditing (ISAs) to sustainability assurance
engagements.

v Internal audit as a governance mechanism for the implementation of ESG strategies and
the verification of compliance of sustainability reporting with the European CSRD and
ESRS requirements.

v" Developing Sustainability Assurance Competencies in Higher Education: A Framework for
Accounting and Auditing Education in the Era of ESG Reporting.

Topic 3. Digitalisation and Emerging Technologies in Auditing and Sustainability

v Digitalisation as a tool against greenwashing: Blockchain and Big Data in ESG information
assurance.

v Detecting greenwashing through textual analysis: an artificial intelligence and natural
language processing (NLP) approach.

v Blockchain as a tool for enhancing the traceability and transparency of ESG data in
sustainability reporting.

v" The use of Big Data and ESG analytics tools for monitoring sustainability performance.

v" The use of Robotic Process Automation (RPA) in the external assurance process of
sustainability reporting.

The admission tests will be held in English (Probele de admitere se vor sustine in limba
engleza)
Contact: cristina.botaavr@econ.ubbcluj.ro
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